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NATIONAL SECURITY POLICIES IN CENTRAL EUROPE

The collapse of the USSR ended the cold war and started a
new era of the world order whose main features are still debated.

Inspite of the different views in this regard, a conclusion has
been reached to the effect that a new world order has not been crys-
tallized yet, as it is still undergoing a transitional period.

The study in hand hopes to figure out the main security problem
facing Central Europe in the post-cold war era. It also tries to answer
questions like; how can Central Europe accomodate itself with the
new era? How does the transitional period affect the future of indi-
vidual Central European countries and the European continent at
large?

The importance of this study stems from the following consider-
ations:

1- The changes in Central European political systems: comparative
politics literature used to deal with those regimes as satellites of
the USSR rather than "independent states". Their role was to
confirm what had been previosuly decided by Moscow.

Nowadays, those regimes take their decisions independently.
More than this, they are trying to consolidate their new interna-
tional image. Will they succeed? What obstacles are they fac-
ing?

2- By 1989, those ex-communist regimes were adopting internal and
foreign policies based on democracy, human rights, free-market
economy. Several attempts were made by them to be integrated
in the Euro-Atlantic institutions (i.e. NATO and the E.U.). Russia’s
resistance of that policy generated a hot debate, concerning
"Russian hegemony" and "tensions in Europe”. On one hand
what is the impact of these tensions on Europe's regional system
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and on the other what's their impact on the relations between the
two coasts of the Atlantic ocean? More over, how are the inter-
relations in Central Europe affected?

3- Central Europe was the battle field of two world wars, leading to
the change of its political map twice. Today the region is facing
the third wave of transformations, internally and externally. In
some cases the transformations went smoothly and peacefully
(Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia), while in others the pro-
cess is undergoing much more violence as in the case of the for-
mer Yugoslavia. On this point very important questions are
raised; why did some systems succeed in implementing those
transformations in a peaceful way mean while others did fail to
do so? Is there any possibility of the extension of the armed
clashes to another countries? How do those countries react with
the matter and what are their common interests with former Yu-

goslavia?

4- The process of transformation led to fragmenting some states.
The political map of Central Europe was redrawn for the third
time during the 20 th century. East Germany vanished. Yugoslav-
ia was split into several conflicting states. The Czechs and Slo-
vaks republics came to existence.

Consisting of a very striking ethnic mosaic, the air of the region
is saturated with fears of more fragmentations and claims of sepera-
tions. The current situation, which can be a preface of blood baths,
ethnic cleansing and more fragmentations, raises a new chain of
questions: what is the effect of fragmentation on security in Central
Europe? What will be the results of the accumulation of arms by one
state? Can the international community tolerate non-intereference in
Central Europe as it had before in former Yugoslavia? Can the
Western European security structures be extended eastwards?
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The Assumptions of the Study:

1- Many factors contributed in shaping the problems of national se-
curity in Central Europe. The political and economic transforma-
tions which took place in the region since 1989, play a prominent
role in accelerating the emeregence of those security clouds.

2- The successful transformation to a multi-party democracy was not
paralleled by a similar one towards a free-market economy. Con-
sequently the revolution of "rising expectations" was transformed
to a revolution of "rising frutrations" by the mid of 1990's.

3- The rift between the pace of political and economic changes
helped on one hand in differentiating the national interests of the
region states, and re-orienting their foreign policies. On the other
hand the social impacts of those transformations are rendered
dangerous due to their imparity specially regarding social mobili-
zation, elites formation, and the functions of the civil society.

4- The relations between the security problems of Central Europe
are circular and complicated at the same time. In this context. an-
alyzing those problems, following their roots, and tracing their de-
velopments become so hard.

5- National security policies of the region's states don't cope ade-
quentely with the problems of security. Although considerable ef-
forts are spent on the bilateral, regional, and international levels,
the historical legacy poses heavy obstacles and dilemmas. For
this reason the NATO and EU's help is essential.

The Structure of the Study:

To deal with the previous assumptions, this paper is divided into
an introduction, three main chapters, and a conclusion.

3

www.manaraa.com



The introduction deals with the scope of the research, its impor-
tance, its approach and its assumptions.

Chapter One: the transformation process: this chapter studies
the different dimensions of the transformation process politically
(from a one-party-state to a democratic multi-party system), eco-
nomically (from a centrally planned economy to a free market econ-
omy), and socially (from a multi-ethnic state to a nation-state). As a
result , a clear idea of the process, and a concrete perspective of the
security problems in Central Europe will be available.

Chapter Two: The National security problem: the theme of this
chapter is the current security problems that the region's states con-
front during the post-cold war era. They are of great importance; ur-
gent problems, the economic crisis, its social impacts, the capabili-
ties of fulfilling their commitments; the crisis of the security vaccum
resulting from the dismantling of the comican and Warsaw pact with--
out replacing them by alternative structures; the crisis of ethnic mi-
norities. The chapter tails those crises in their roots, characteristics,
and relations with one another.

Chapter Three: The national security policies: the last chapter
focuses on the efforts of those states to settle thier security prob-
lems. The attempts are analyzed regarding their levels, ways of for-
mulation, and assessments. Most of the data relied upon in this
chapter, are derived from personal meetings and discussions with
officials, journalists, and scholars in Centrral Europe during the writ-
er's term as a diplomat in Moscow and Budapest. Visiting some of
the region's capitals and attending the CSCE summit held in 1994,

were of great value.

Conslusion: in this part of the research some of the assump-
tions - previously mentioned - are denied others are confirmed. A
new cluster of questions for further studies was also raised.
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